


Regulations for Two-year (Four-Semester) M.A Degree Course of Study 
in ANCIENT INDIAN HISTORY AND CULTURE based on CBCS  
attached to the Post Graduate Faculty of Arts, University of Calcutta 

In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 54 of the Calcutta University Act, 1979, the 
Syndicate of the University hereby makes the following Regulations, namely: 

• These Regulations may be called the University of Calcutta [Regulations relating to two-year 
(Four Semesters) M.A Degree Course of Studies in ANCIENT INDIAN HISTORY AND 
CULTURE (AIHC)] Regulations, 2017. 

• It shall apply to every candidate persecuting the above courses in this University. 

• Notwithstanding anything contained in any Regulations or Rules for the time being in force, 
the study for the above course shall be guided by these Regulations. 

• These Regulations shall come into effect from the academic session 2017-18. 

Regulations 
1. General 
1.1. The course of study leading to the Post-graduate MA Degree in AIHC of the University of 

Calcutta shall be conducted by the Department of AIHC. 
1.2. The University shall lay down from time to time such subsidiary rules of admission, courses 

of study and methods of examination as may be deemed necessary for the maintenance of 
standards of University Education, in conformity with the relevant authorities. 

2. Duration of the Course 
2.1. Two full academic years divided into four semesters. 
2.2. The classes will be held in the Department of AIHC. 
3. Admission Criteria for MA in AIHC 
3.1. 75% of the seats will be reserved for candidates with a Bachelors Degree with Honours in 

History / Ancient Indian and World History/ Sanskrit and allied subjects as decided by the 
Departmental Committee.  

3.2. Reservations for SC/ ST/ OBC/ PH candidates shall be applicable as per rules. 
3.3. The last date for the receipt of applications, the last date for admission, the date of 

commencement of classes of the AIHC course shall be notified each year by the University. 
3.4. The candidates will be selected in order of merit. 
3.5. After the selection for the admission to the AIHC course, the candidate shall, within the date 

fixed by the University deposit the necessary fees prescribed for the purpose. If the 
candidate fails to deposit the fees within the stipulated time, his/ her selection shall 
automatically be cancelled. Such a candidate shall not be admitted to the course unless fresh 
order for selection is made or an extension of the date of payment is granted by the 
appropriate authority. 

3.6. Admission to the AIHC course shall only be made in the first semester of the first year of the 
two-year academic programme. 

4. Study Regulations 
4.1. A candidate admitted to the AIHC course shall register himself/ herself as a student of the 

University of Calcutta. 
4.2. The course of study for the AIHC course shall be two-year full time course divided into four 

semesters. 
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4.3. Students admitted to the two-year AIHC course shall pursue the regular courses of lectures, 
and other academic assignments given in the two-year academic term. 

4.4. A student of the AIHC course shall not be permitted to seek admission concurrently to any 
other equivalent or higher degree course in this university. 

4.5. A student shall be deemed to have pursued a regular course of study in a subject provided 
he/she has attended at least 65 percent of the lectures delivered during his/ her course of 
study. 

4.6. The attendance of a candidate shall be counted from the date on which the respective classes 
begin, or from the date on which he/ she is admitted whichever is later. 

4.7. The University shall have the power to condone a deficiency in attendance, as per rule. 
4.8. A student who fails to pursue a regular course of study as stated in 4.5 to 4.7 may be allowed 

to take re-admission to the same course in the next year only. 
4.9. Students of the two-year Post Graduate AIHC course shall have to pursue 20 courses, 

divided into Four Semesters (5 courses in each of the Semesters). 
4.10. The syllabus as presented along with the Regulation shall be subject to changes, if so 

required, by the University from time to time. 
5. Examinations 
5.1. Semester Examinations in AIHC shall be held every six months. The date of commencing of 

the examination shall be duly notified. 
5.2. Semester I, II, III & IV Examinations will be sequentially held at the interval of every six 
months. 
5.3. In each academic session two semesters will be conducted simultaneously, i.e., I & III or II 

& IV, at the end of which corresponding semester examinations will be held. 
5.4. A student will be allowed to appear in a semester examination only after he/ she completes 

his/ her regular course of study for that semester. 
5.5. Classes for the next semester course will start as per notification by the Department of 
AIHC. 
5.6. Semester wise distribution of papers and the syllabus are given in the ‘Syllabus and Course 

Structure, vide CSR No. 46/17). 
5.7. Examinations will be held in 1000 marks with 250 marks per semester.  
5.8. Each semester examination will be held in 5 course of 50 marks each (40+10).  
5.9. 20% of marks in each course will be reserved for Internal Assessment. Marks obtained by a 

candidate in the Internal Assessment and the Semester Examination will be his/her 
cumulative marks in the concerned Semester. 

5.10. For the Core Papers and Generic Papers each carrying 40 marks, students will have to 
answer 2 (two) questions carrying 15 (fifteen) marks out of a choice of 4 (four) and 2 (two) 
questions carrying 5 (five) marks out of a choice of 4 (four), respectively. 

5.11. For the Ist Semester Internal Assessment Examination carrying 10 marks, students will have 
to review books related to each of the courses. The selection of at least 4 books for the 
same will be made by the teachers, who will then allot them to the students. 

 The IInd Semester Internal Assessment Examination will consist of Project Work of 10 
marks on subjects related to the courses. 

 For the IIIrd Semester Internal Assessment Examination, students will be examined on 
Term Papers submitted by them (10 marks). 

 The IVth Semester Internal Assessment Examination will consist of Viva-Voce 
Examination       (10 marks). 

5.12. The duration of semester examinations shall be two (2) hours for each course of 40 marks. 
The answers may be written in English or in Bengali.  
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5.13. 40% marks in any course in any semester will be deemed as pass marks for that paper. A 
candidate who fails to secure 40% marks in one or more courses, will be allowed to appear 
in that course when the corresponding semester examination is held next. No system of 
‘supplementary examination’ will be followed. 

5.14. A student will be declared to have passed the MA examination on the basis of the results in 
semesters I, II, III, IV examinations. The minimum qualifying marks for this will be 40 % 
in total (See in the 7-point scale of CGPS). 

5.15. Candidates having passed as per 5.13 will be declared to have passed the MA examination 
in AIHC. 

5.16. A candidate who fails to appear in one Semester examination or in any course in that 
Semester examination, may be allowed to appear in the next corresponding Semester 
examination (based on the syllabus in force at the time of examination). 

 5.17. The Controller of Examinations shall arrange to tabulate and incorporate the marks 
awarded, both assessed internally and in the semester-end examinations, to prepare the 
results, as per rules of the University. 

5.18. The Board of Examiners, duly constituted by the Board of Studies, shall meet after each 
semester-end examination to consider and recommend the results to the Vice-Chancellor 
for approval. 

5.19. Examiners shall forward assessment in respect of every student to the Controller of 
examinations for tabulation of results. A 7-point Grade System shall be followed for the 
purpose details of which are laid down hereunder: 

Percentage of marks* Grades Numerical Grade Points Remarks 

80-100 O 5.50-6.00 Outstanding 

70-79 A+ 4.50-4.99 Excellent 

60-69 A 4.00-4.49 Very Good 

55-59 B+ 3.75-3.99 Good 

50-54 B 3.50-3.74 Fair 

40-49 C 3.00-3.49 Satisfactory 

0-39 F ** Fail 

 
*In case Percentage value of Marks involves decimal figures, candidates shall be awarded the next higher 
integer value if the decimal value (rounded off up to decimal places) exceeds 0.50, for calculation of 
Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA) and Semester Grade Point Average (SGPA). 

**Numerical Grade Point shall not be calculated in respect of a failed paper. 

The multiplicative factors shall be 0.05 for all Grades for the purpose of calculating numerical Grade Point. 
Example: If a student scores 52% in a particular module, his/her grade point for the 
module will be [3.0+{(52-40)0.05} = [3.0+{120.05}] = 3.0+0.60 = 3.60. More 
generally, if the student secures P%, where P˃40, or P=40 his/her grade point will be 
[3.0+{(P-40)  0.05}]. 
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The Semester Grade Point Average (SGPA) will be just the average of the total grade 
points obtained in all the modules of a given semester.  

If the Total Numerical Grade Points obtained by a student are denoted by Ʃci (where ci 
denotes Numerical Grade Point in each module) and n is the number of course/ module/ 
part/ group in each semester), the SGPA will simply be (Ʃci / n), as all modules have equal 
weightage. The average should be shown in the mark sheet up to the third decimal point. 

 
Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA) over four semesters shall be simple average 
of the four SGPAs. 
If the Total Semester Grade Point Average is denoted by ƩSGPA, then CGPA= ƩSGPA/4. 
CGPA should be calculated and shown up to three decimal places. 
Both SGPA and CGPA will be rounded off to the third place of the decimal and will be 
shown as such on the mark sheet. The mark sheet issued at the end of each semester shall 
include both the CGPA and the total marks obtained in each module, as well as the SGPA 
and the total marks obtained in that semester. The final mark sheet shall also include the 
CGPA and the total marks obtained out of 1000. 

5.20. A candidate getting admission in M.A. Two-Year Four Semester AIHC course will have to 
complete the entire course within a span of four (4) years from the date of his/her first year 
of admission.  

5.21. The final mark-sheet shall categorically indicate the marks obtained by the candidate in 
each course, along with the total marks, in numerical and in CGPS. 

5.22. Each successful candidate shall receive his/ her degree in the form of a certificate stating 
the year of passing and the grade in which he/ she was placed. 

5.23. In case any issue emerges/ difficulties arises in pursuance of this CSR or otherwise related 
to the CSR, the matter will be discussed by the Departmental Committee/ Board of Studies 
and the recommendation/s shall be forwarded to the Vice-Chancellor for approval. 

5.24. This CSR of Department of AIHC supersedes all other previous CSR of Department of 
AIHC existing in any form. 
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CBCS Course Structure of the Department of  
Ancient Indian History and Culture  

SSeemmeesstteerr  II::  CCoorree  PPaappeerrss  
CCoouurrssee  II..11 –– History: Concepts, Relationships with other Social Sciences and 

Historical 
                     Geography [KR + SG] 
CCoouurrssee  II..22 ––  Study on Pre-historic and Proto-historic Cultures [TKD + SR] 
CCoouurrssee  II..33 ––  Reading Sources: Epigraphy, Numismatics and Texts  
                   [SP + SBM + RC + MRC] 
CCoouurrssee  II..44 ––  Early Indian Art, Architecture and Paintings: An Overview  
                   [SR + SRB = PB] 
CCoouurrssee  II..55  ––  Introduction to Early Indian Society and Economy [RC + KR]  
  

SSeemmeesstteerr  IIII::  CCoorree  PPaappeerrss  
CCoouurrssee  IIII..11 ––  A Study of Empires of Early India [SG + PB] 
CCoouurrssee  IIII..22 ––  Deccan and Far South: Understanding Politico-Social and Cultural 
History 
                      [SBM + RC] 
CCoouurrssee  IIII..33 ––  Early History of Bengal and Assam [SG + SP]  
CCoouurrssee  IIII..44 ––  Heritage and Society [MRC] 
CCoouurrssee  IIII..55  ––  State and Religion: Early and Early Medieval India [MRC + SP]  

SSeemmeesstteerr  IIIIII::  CCoorree  PPaappeerrss  
CCoouurrssee  IIIIII..11 ––  Contours of Early Indian Thought [RC + PB] 
CChhoooossee  aannyy  tthhrreeee  ((33))  DDiisscciipplliinnee  SSppeecciiffiicc  EElleeccttiivvee  ((DDSSEE))  ––    
DDSSEE::  AA  
CCoouurrssee  11 ––  Buddhist, Jaina and Brahmanical Iconography [SR + TKD + SRB] 
CCoouurrssee  22 ––  Art and Architecture of Central and South East Asia [SR + SRB]  
DDSSEE::  CC  
CCoouurrssee  55 ––  Vedic Religion [PB + MRC] 
CCoouurrssee  66 ––  Non-Brahmanical Sects – Buddhist, Jain and Ajivikas [MRC + SBM]  
  
  
DDSSEE::  GG  
CCoouurrssee  1133 ––  South Asian Epigraphy [SG + SP] 
CCoouurrssee  1144 ––  Writing and Scripts in South Asia [SP + SBM]  
DDSSEE::  HH  
CCoouurrssee  1155 ––  Gender Relations [RC + PB] 
CCoouurrssee  1166 ––  History of Subordinate and Marginal Groups in Early India [RC + PB] 
DDSSEE::  II  
CCoouurrssee  1177 ––  Text and Context: Reading Literary and Epigraphic Texts [SBM] 
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CCoouurrssee  1188 ––  History of Medicine [SBM] 
GGeenneerriicc  ((GGEE))  CCoouurrssee::  Varṇa-Jāti Tradition of Early India [RC + KR] 

SSeemmeesstteerr  IIVV::  CCoorree  PPaappeerrss  
CCoouurrssee  IIVV..11 ––  Environment and Early Indian History [KR] 
CChhoooossee  aannyy  tthhrreeee  ((33))  DDiisscciipplliinnee  SSppeecciiffiicc  EElleeccttiivvee  ((DDSSEE))  ––    
DDSSEE::  BB  
CCoouurrssee  33 ––  Sculptural Art of Early India upto 13th Century CE [SR + SRB] 
CCoouurrssee  44 ––  Architecture of Early India upto 13th Century CE [SRB + TKD]  
DDSSEE::  DD  
CCoouurrssee  77 ––  Purāṇas and the Making of the Brahmanic Religious Culture [MRC] 
CCoouurrssee  88 ––  Brahmanical Cults [MRC]  
DDSSEE::  EE  
CCoouurrssee  99 ––  Money and Money Matters [SBM] 
CCoouurrssee  1100 ––  Temple Economy and Early India [KR]  
DDSSEE::  FF  
CCoouurrssee  1111 ––  Agrarian Society [SP] 
CCoouurrssee  1122 ––  Urbanisation, Urbanity and Urban Culture [RC + SG] 
DDSSEE::  JJ  
CCoouurrssee  1199 ––  Ethno-Archaeological Study of Early India [TKD] 
CCoouurrssee  1188 ––  Primitive Religion [RC] 
GGeenneerriicc  ((GGEE))  CCoouurrssee:: Space, Region and Culture [SG + SP + PB]   

Course Structure Under CBCS for Master of Arts (M.A.) in 
Ancient Indian History and Culture, University of Calcutta 

AAllll  44  CCrreeddiitt  CCoouurrsseess  ((5500  MMaarrkkss  EEaacchh))  

CCOOUURRSSEE  
SSEEMMEESSTTEERR  

11  22  33  44  

Core Course (CC) 

CC I.1 – I.5 
Marks 
505 
= 250 
= 20 

Credits 

CC II.1 –
II.5 

Marks 
505 
= 250 
= 20 

Credits  

CC III.1  
Marks 501 

= 50 
= 4 Credits  

CC IV.1  
Marks 501 

= 50 
= 4 Credits  
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Discipline Specific 
Elective (DSE) – 

Choose any 3 
Each From 

Semester III and IV 
(50 Marks Each) 

Out of five options 

  
  

——  

  
  

——  

A,C,G,H,I 
50 Marks 

Each 
503=150 
=12 Credits  

B,D,E,F,J 
50 Marks 

Each 
503=150 
=12 Credits 

Generic (GE)   
GE I 

(50 Marks) 
= 4 Credits  

GE I 
(50 Marks) 
= 4 Credits  

Total Marks  
in Each Semester 250 250 250 250 

Credit in Each 
Semester 20 20 20 20 

  
TToottaall  AAggggrreeggaattee  MMaarrkkss  ==  11000000  
TToottaall  AAggggrreeggaattee  CCrreeddiitt  ==  8800  
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