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Senate House
symbolises 150th
education renaissance

Samrat Chakraborty

Senate Hall, the element which changed the landscape of
the educational hub of the ‘City of Joy’ not only for its
neo clanical style but also for its various historic moments
of University of Calcutta has turned its age of 150 years.
If the cleath bell was not many in 1960, CU would never
loose to commemorate this national event with grandeur.
This is the only hall which became the signature building
of this University and in its culinary years in 1957, India
Govermunt also acknowledged. thus academie institution
by issuing a postal stamp on this hall. However it is to be
mentioned that distinct Greek limfile facade type
structure was completed in six years building and finally
on March 12, 1873 the then new building was opened by
vice-chancellor E C Bayley mentioning that hall as
visible embodiment. The decision to construct a dedicated
building for the university was made in 1862. The
masterpiece, designed by the... P7

Enhancement of moral
education was their motto

Sayantika Dutta

In 1854 a dispatch was sent to the
Governor General of India by the
court of directors of the East India
company, suggesting to establish
universities in Calcutta, Madras and
Bombay. As the response, in 1857 the
University of Calcutta was founded.

the university. Sir Gooroo Dass
Banerjee became the first Indian vice
chancellor of Calcutta University
after he took office on 1st January
1890 and served there till 31st
December 1892.

Colvile, by birth a Scottish received
his education from prestigious
institutions like - Elton college,

Sir James William Colvile was
appointed as the
first vice

chancellor of the
university and he
served the office
till 1859. And it
took more than
three long
decades before an
Indian was
appointed as the
vice chancellor of

First VC and the
first Indian VC

Trinity College and Cambridge

; University.  He
was appointed by
the East India
company as their
advocate general
and that brought
him to Calcutta.
When he was
appointed as the
vice chancellor of
the University of
Calcutta... P7
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Plethora of financial
information @ RBI, Kolkata

Sandeep Sikder

The City of Joy has a deep
root connection with the
financial personalities and
instituitions of India,be it-
The huge treasures of Jagat
Seth or the banks and mints
opened in the colonial era.lt
may not be known to all that
both the RBI and SBI
started functioning from the
Calcutta, before moving
permanently to
Mumbai.Therefore it is
quite obvious that Kolkata
is the home to banking
museums. The museum is
centrally air conditioned
and is open to all from
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM
excluding Monday and
national  holidays.  SBI
already has an archive and
museum in Kolkata since
2007 Now,the RBI has
recently opened it’s
museum and it’s operational
from March 2019.The move
of the RBI came 21 years
later after it opened a
museum in Mumbai.The
museum is located at 8§
Council House Street and
probably a few hundred
metres from the RBI
Kolkata office.The (first
governor of the RBI-Sir
Osborne Smith assumed
office in this building in
1935 and the first general
meeting of the shareholders

was held in 1936.

The reception area of the
museum is a small souvenir
shop which sells
memorabilia  made  of
shredded notes while the
walls were being decorated
with the shreded notes and
the pillars with the old
discarded coins. The ground
floor of the museum
contained a 12 feet high
statue depicting evolution of

4

money from barter system
to coins & notes,then to
plastic currency i.e debit
and credit cards,then to
online payments and finally
to Cryptocurrency.

The museum also contains
rare and high value notes of
various  countries like-
Angola,Argentina,Romania,
Yugoslavia,etc. It also
contained 10,000 dinar note
from Irag-probably the last
note of Saddam’s
regime.For the kids there is
an arrangement of games
and quizzes to make the
place interesting for them.
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El Nino : New global alert

Nourin Sultana

This summer, heatwaves are
expected to be more likely,
and crop loss in eastern
India, particularly Bengal,
and the northeast is a
concern, according to
meteorologists and climate
scientists. After producing
precipitation  over  the
Western Himalayas, western
disturbances move eastward
into the country's eastern
region. Simultaneously, if
there is a system in the
North Bay of Bengal, both
systems interact with one
another, bringing a
significant amount of rain to

the East and Northeast.
However, according to
meteorologists, we did not
observe many active
western disturbances, and

even the north Bay of
Bengal saw less rainfall.

Due to El Niflo and Cyclone
‘Biparjoy’ the monsoon
season in South Bengal has

been postponed. On the first
week, light rains showered
in a few different places in
the city, providing some
reprieve for the citizens. But

APPROACHING
FROM PACIFIC
TO BENGAL

in another two days, the
monsoon is predicted to
reach the mountainous areas
of Bengal and especially the
Dooars. The Central and

Eastern Equatorial Pacific
Ocean's surface
temperatures rise during an
El Nifio, which is defined by
this phenomenon. A band of
warmer water moving from
west to east across the
equatorial Pacific Ocean is
referred to as an ‘El Nifio’.
Similar to how a band of
cooler water moves from
east to west, a La Nifia
happens. The EI Nifio
Southern Oscillation, which
is a cyclical phenomenon
made up of El Nifio and La
Nina, releases a lot of heat
into the atmosphere as warm
water spreads throughout
the tropical Pacific.
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Schooling in Journalism

Sunit Kumar Mukherjee

Journalistic education is of
rather recent origin. The
University of Missouri in
Columbia, U.S.A. was the
first to start in 1908 a
formalised academic
programme leading to a
degree in Journalism. Since
then several school of
journalism have sprung in
America, a number of which
offer the Ph.D. However, it
has to be remembered that
even in a country like United
States where leading
universities boast of
carefully planned and well-
developed departments for
studies in journalism, the
prejudice on the part of
newspaper not to recruit
graduates of journalism
owners persisted for a long
time. Not that the prejudice
is entirely gone but today

there is a greater awareness
and realisation of the fact
that journalism graduates
can be as good as any other
person recruited, minus a
degree  in  journalism.
Teaching of journalism is a
rather new experience in this
country and the architects
responsible for introducing
this new course visualised
the role the journalism was
to play in changed set-up of
this country. True, a number
of applicants are guided
more by the glamour that
journalism holds. But a large
majority of them are serious
students with impressive
academic standing. A large
number of former students
of the Department of
Journalism of  Calcutta
University have given a
good account of themselves
in different media of
communications, including
radio, television, publicity
and advertisements. The
newsmen, busy at their
respective desks, are too pre-
occupied to lend any help,
not to speak of the rather
cold, cynical and -callous
attitude that some of them
take towards these students,
who, not knowing what to
do move from pillar to post

trying to elicit whatever
Interest, sympathy and
consideration they can get
from the more sympathetic
and friendly staff members.

In Calcutta the university
authorities, no doubt, realise
the problem and the
predicament faced by the
department but have hardly
done anything worthwhile to
solve the problem pleading
financial distress.Last but
not least, there is a problem
to find suitable teachers for
journalism. Most media
people are too busy while
some assist the departments
as part-timers. It is difficult
to run a department with part
time teachers or guest
lecturers. Calcutta
University’s Department of
Journalism was run by a
group of part time lecturers ,
nearly three decades (the
department was started in
1950) and even today it has
only limited full time
teacher.
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Modern Newspaper Techniques & Management

Pabitra Kr. Mukherji

Having some critical insight into the
affairs of the times, an American
philosopher long ago christened our
epoch that of “The managerial
revolution”. He meant to emphasise
that, in contrast to the bygone
period of the industrial revolution”,
when the mainspring of economic
progress lay in technological
development, the contemporary era
depended for its motive power on
personal skills of leadership and
commercial acumen- the ability of
some people to impel economic
progress by their direction and co-
ordinating of other people’s
individual efforts in the business of
living. Divine providence did not
leave him long enough on earth to
see how accurately his appraisal
would hold true, even in
circumstances where once again the

technological factor exerts a major
force for the world of industry and
commerce has entered on to another
transformation, with highly
complex automatic equipment and
intricate electronic instrumentation
as the foExactly what the term
management is not always clear,
and not always agreed. What is
clear and agreed is that it does mean
some form of personal command of
a situation such that technological,
commercial and human aspects are
1nterwoven mto successful progress.

This modern world with the
progress of civilisation has turned
the simple mechanism of exchange
i.e., barter system of acquisition of
goods by the exchange of other
goods into the complex structure of
the twentieth century world-wide
industrial and commercial system,
with its innumerable manufacturing
units of all sizes and kinds and its
regions of trading, transport and

financial houses. The complex
pattern of economic activities forms
the background of management.
Despite its complexity in action, it
rests on simple principle, all
economic activity is directed to a
parallel two-fold aim of supplying
the goods and services that
consumers need, and providing the
means by which they can purchase
those goods and services. In this age
of information, communication is
truely global. It is rather universal;
inter-planetory. We can think of a
global village for exchange of views
in twinkles of seconds,
sophisticated application of
telecommunications technology will
lead to the formation of more
networks and groups.

The communication that is
sharing of information has evolved
over the ages from gesturing,
speaking and writing to printing,

telegraph, telephone, radio,
television, videos and facsimile,
through electronics, computers,

fibre optics, laser, holography and
satellites
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Story telling Ad:

Sreejita Das

Meeting her family at a cafe. The
ad develops the characters of Arpita
and her family in a way that is both
heartwarming and heartbreaking.
We see her journey from being a
young woman who is afraid of
being rejected by her family to
being a confident woman who is
surrounded by love and acceptance.
We also see the family’s journey
from being traditional and
conservative to being accepting and
loving. Throughout our life, stories
have been woven into our being,
starting from the moments when
our mother cradled us in her arms.

Another story I recently stumbled
upon, and it’s nothing short of a
personal  revelation. From
acceptance and empowerment to
equality and social responsibility,
these narratives embody the
evolving values and aspirations of
contemporary audiences.

In India’s dynamic advertising
landscape, traditional promotion

Now a new frontier

methods are giving way to
storytelling ads that emotionally
connect with consumers. In 2022,
digital advertising revenue in India
reached 499  billion INR,
contributing to a total advertising
revenue of over 1 trillion INR.
Demand for consumer appliances,
creating competition and the need
for customized storytelling to
engage India’s growing middle
class has increased customers in
Tier-I and Tier-III cities In
conclusion, storytelling
advertisements have transformed
the Indian advertising landscape,
challenging traditional methods and
ushering in a new era of marketing.

NEP and Journalism
Education in C.U.

Dr. Soumya Dutta

The National Education policy
envisage significant changes in
the higher education system by
promoting multidisciplinary
education, encouraging research
and innovation, increasing access
to education and integrating
vocational education. Journalism
and Mass Communication in
higher education institutions will
play a significant role in
focusing on a synergy of
application and critical thinking.

The policy expects that media
education will become holistic
and multidisciplinary. Inclusivity
will be the buzz word and

universities should promote
multilingualism. Inclusive
journalism & mass
communication courses can

promote diversity training and
practice and foster gender
equality. Multilingualism will
pave the way for enhancing
infrastructure to facilitate high-
quality language journalism and
regional media. Journalism and
Mass Communication
departments should encourage
quality research that is culturally
rooted and embraces plurality.
The Curriculum and Credit
Framework 2022 for Semester
Wise Four Year B.A/ B.Sc
(Honours & Honours with

Research) approved by
University of Calcutta has made
it compulsory for students to do
one 3 credits Summer Internship
at the end of the 2nd or 4th or 6th
semester. This will be beneficial
for students taking up Journalism
at the undergraduate level as they
will get some insight into the
media industry. Those who go on
to pursue research at the
undergraduate level will be
pursuing the Master’s degree
programme for one year. Those
students who complete a three-
year Bachelor’s degree without
research will be eligible for two
year Master’s course where it
will be mandatory to complete a
research project in the second
year. The new regulations also
open up the opportunity to take
up PhD for those students who
have completed four years of
Bachelor’s degree with research.
A healthy blend of theory,
application and research is
expected to infuse new energy
into media education.

Improvement in infrastructure,
funding and upskilling of the
faculty to bridge the digital
divide will be the challenges that
need to be addressed. An
interdisciplinary approach to
teaching and research will augur
well for journalism & mass
communication.
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Bangladesh Film Festival

2023 in Kolkata: Celebrating
Cinematic Excellence

o Amit Kumar Mahali

The much-anticipated
Bangladesh Film
Festival 2023 recently
took place in the cultural
hub of Kolkata, India,
celebrating the rich
tapestry of Bangladeshi
cinema. The event, held
from 29th July to 31st,
served as a platform to
showcase the finest
cinematic creations from
Bangladesh, fostering cultural exchange and
strengthening the ties between the two neighbouring
countries.

The 5th Bangladesh Film Festival was organized
by the Information and broadcasting ministry and
Bangladesh deputy high commission in Kolkata,
and inaugurated by Bangladesh's Information and
broadcasting minister, Hasan Mahmud. West Bengal
education minister Bratya Basu and Indian film
director Goutam Ghose attended as honourable and
special guests, respectively. Notable personalities
like Ferdous Ahmed, Dilara Hanif Purnima, Aruna
Biswas, Apu Biswas, Mamunuzzaman Mamun, and
Goutam Saha from Bangladesh have also
participated. Bangladeshi films, including "Hasina:
A Daughter’s Tale," "Gondi," "Birkonna Pritilata,"
"Lal Shari," "Guerrilla," "Damal," "Poran,"

SCREEMNG SCHEDULE
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"Gunin," "JK 1971," and others also screened.

The festival attracted cinephiles, filmmakers, and
artists from both sides of the border, providing them
with a unique opportunity to delve into the diverse
world of Bangladeshi cinema. Organised by the
collaboration between the Bangladesh Film
Development Corporation and the West Bengal
Film Centre, the festival aimed to promote cultural
diplomacy and artistic camaraderie.

The festival featured a plethora of films across
various genres, including fiction, documentaries,
and shorts. Audiences were treated to a curated
selection of cinematic gems, highlighting the
Bangladeshi people's stories, struggles, and
triumphs. The films not only offered an immersive
experience for viewers but also showcased the
profound storytelling and artistic brilliance of
Bangladeshi filmmakers.

Beyond the film screenings, the festival included
panel discussions, workshops, and masterclasses
with eminent personalities from the Bangladeshi
film industry. These interactive sessions provided
aspiring filmmakers and enthusiasts with valuable
insights into the art and craft of cinema, further
enhancing the exchange of ideas between the two
nations.

In conclusion, the Bangladesh Film Festival
2023 in Kolkata was a resounding success,
capturing the hearts and minds of attendees and
fostering a deeper appreciation for the art of
storytelling through cinema.

Behind bylines: Resilience of
women in Journalism

Adeeba Ayub

Over the span of India’s documented
history, the position of women has
seen several transformations. The
role of women in media
organizations is growing, with a
rising number of female journalists.
We live in a world
where female
journalists receive
as much
appreciation as @8
they have to face
challenges. They
often  encounter
gender  biasness,
lack of new
opportunities ~ or
underrepresentation
of women in decision making
Despite the challenges they face,
these women have enriched media

with diverse perspectives and
groundbreaking stories. Suchita
Dalal, Anjana Om Kashyap, and
Smita Prakash exemplify the
capabilities of women in
journalism.

Netflix  recent launched series

Scoop directed by Hansal Mehta,
dives headlong inside the everyday
struggle of female journalist.In the
race of chasing byline for front page

Jagruti Pathak ends up giving her
all. Based on journalist Jigna Vora’s
2019 memoir ‘Behind Bars in
Byculla : My Days in Prison’.The
series depicts how, when a woman
climbs the ladder of success,
numerous questions are raised about
her. Mehta delved into the back —

A NETFLIX SERIES

(e
HANSAL MEHTA'S 0

'Scooe,

scratching world through the story
of Jagruti Pathak. The show does

make a statement about the
biasness, perspective of people and
threatened they feel seeing a rising
women. With the dreadful voyage
of equality, female journalists tend
to peer up, despite the barriers that
society provides to them. Behind
every headline is a hidden story of
the unrelenting war that women in
journalism have waged, they still
manages to diversify media with
their outlook.
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Moumita Guha

At 1331 in the Bengali calendar,
when the city was plagued by
illegal drug trafficking, leaving
the police baffled and unable to
crack the case that had perplexed
them. In the midst of crime and
chaos gripping Bengal,
Sharadindu Bandyopadhyay
created one of his most
remarkable literary work -
Byomkesh Bakshi. From the

the tales of Byomkesh Bakshi
have consistently enthralled
audiences over the years.

The first film adaptation of
Byomkesh Bakshi saw its

QTR JIETR Aforera el - R9iter@ @ | | theatrical release with legendary
er e SR | FURe Il b | filmmaker Satyajit Ray’s

Ffoca g afszife il Kk Chiriyakhana (1976) casting
FEHT IR SRE FLS Clacia] stalwart like Uttam Kumar as
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1930s to 1960s India, alongside
and language adds a layer of

authenticity to the films. Films
such as Anjan Dutt’s “Byomkesh

of Calcutta while “Har Har

literary realm to the silver screen,

franchise. The resonance with the

the detailed set designs, costumes

O Agnibaan” vividly depicted the
societal chaos in historical setting

Byomkesh” skilfully weaved

dramatic nuances and elements of

romanticism into the narrative. In

1993, Byomkesh Bakshi appeared

on Doordarshan's National
channel under Basu Chatterjee's
direction. Rajit Kapoor (as
Byomkesh Bakshi), K.K. Raina
(as Ajit Bandopadhyay), and
Sukanya Kulkarni (as Satyabati)
brought alive his new persona
through their acting. Apart from

that there are other adaptations of

Byomkesh at various times on
television. With the remarkable

Byomkesh Bakshi: An endless
enduring fascination

the narrative. While the original
whodunit was set in Patna, Sil
made a departure by setting the
tone in the old Benaras. While on
the other hands, Dibakar
Banerjee’s “Detective Byomkesh
Bakshy!” starring Sushant Singh
Rajput was not the adaptation
from the Bandyopadhyay’s book.
With the settings of 1940s
Calcutta, the film has mix of
history and noir but the charisma
of Bakshi is somewhere lost.
Banerjee’s Byomkesh while
unveiling the crime that

rise of OTT platforms chronicles
, anew era in storytelling,

revolutionizing the way narratives

are shared and experienced by
audiences worldwide.

Deviation from the original
narratives Ray made Byomkesh a
bachelor and Ajit as a married
man. Though the film is widely
celebrated, its lack of details,
continuity issues, and occasional
descent of characters into
caricature, failed to do justice to
the story. Arindam Sil’s “Har Har
Byomkesh” based on Banhi
Patanga saw a drastic changes in

surrounds him became the part of
it too. While many actors have
taken up the challenge of
portraying Byomkesh Bakshi on-
screen, some have truly
captivated the hearts of
audiences. With the
announcement of Birsa
Dasgupta’s Byomkesh venture
“Byomkesh O Durgo Rahasya”,
starring Dev (Byomkesh Bakshi),
Rukmini Maitra (Satyabati) and
Ambarish Bhattacharya (Ajit), it
is about time whether the
audience will embrace the actor
as their new Satyanweshi.
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Senate House

Cont. P1

esteemed Victorian architect Walter B.
Graville, was a sight to behold. Its grand
facade, adorned with Corinthian pillars,
exudede the grandeur reminiscent of ancient
Greek temples. The formal inauguration took
place on university’s convocation day. The
Seante House served multiple purposes,
housing the meetings of the Senate and hosting

the official chamber of the Vice-Chancellor,
the Registrar’s office, examination halls, and
lecture rooms. Its historical significance
reached beyond academics; on December 27,
1934, it hosted the inaugural edition of the all
Bengal Music Conference. In 1937, an art
gallery and museum, named Asutosh Museum
of Indian Art, were added in the Western Hall
of the Senate House, enriching the university’s
post-graduate studies in Ancient Indian
History and Culture.
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Enhancement of moral

Cont. P1

he was also the chief justice of Bengal back
then. Gooroo Dass was born in 1844, and
as a bright student from the beginning, he
received education from some of the
greatest institutions in Calcutta at that time,
such as the Oriental Seminary, the Hare
school, the Scottish Church College and the
University of Calcutta. Initially he was
interested in mathematics. He completed
his masters in 1866, and started teaching as
a professor at the Scottish Church College.

Later he grew interest in the judiciary and
in 1877 he obtained Doctorate in law. Sir
Gooroo Das also believed that the objective
of education doesn’t only revolve around
passing examinations, but it is to shape the
students into a useful member of the
society. This side of his temperament first
shone through his address to the students in
university convocation and later through
his books such as - A Few Thoughts on
Education (1904), The Education Problem
in India (1914) etc.
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Aman Sehrawat- Gold
Medal winger for India
under men's 5 7ks freestyle

Category in Asian

Wrestling Championships

2023 held in April

Jui Mitra

Women sports needs more
push from sponsor. Behind
the breath taking and
fascinating competitions and
record-breaking moments,
there exists a persistent issue
that undermines the
principles of fairness and
equality: the striking
distinctiveness in  sports
sponsorship between male
and female Athletes. If it is
Olympic, Wimbledon, world
cup men’s sports are still
dominating sponsorship in
destiny. Women still face
considerable  challenges.
Despite the extraordinary
achievements and

event in volleyball in 20

Women sports ﬁ;

needs more push
from sponsox

find

often
themselves overshadowed,
dimmed and underfunded

athletes

when it comes to
sponsorship compared to
their male counterparts.
Women’s  sports  have
chronically received
significantly less financial
backing from sponsors than
men’s sports. However there
is drastic shift of public

X

sponsorships in this regard.
Woefully, men’s sports grab
the attention of big house
media and women’s sports
receive significantly less
airtime compared to their
counterparts . Consequently,
female athletes are
struggling to gain visibility
which makes it harder to
attract potential sponsors
and intercede remunerative

Indian \;;omen’s team won gold in women’s unified team
23 Special Olympic held in Berlin

for women. Puma has sealed
sponsorship ~ deal  with
Harmanpreet  Kaur, a
leading Indian  women
cricket. Puma’s rival Adidas
has sealed deal with
Loitongbam Ashalata Devi,
a prominent Indian women
footballer. While the
celebration of their
achievements on the field
makes the audience thrilled

Parul Chaudhary -Gold Medal winner

for India in her first major
championship in 3000m steeplechase
at the Asian Athletics Championships
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