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6 Ronnagram!
Earth’s new weight

Sreejita Das

This marks the first time in
over 30 years that a new

prefix has been
incorporated  into  the
International ~ System  of

Units (SI), the universally
accepted standard for the
metric system.

The International System
of Units (SI) - the world's
most widely used system of
measurement - has recently
voted to add new metric
prefixes to the base units for
the system. The new metric
prefixes include the
'ronnagram', which is equal
to 10°° kilograms.

This new prefix is being
used to describe the mass of
the Earth, which is now
officially 6 ronnagrams.
This is an incredibly large
number; for perspective, it is
roughly equal to the mass of

10 billion billion African
elephants.

This is the first occasion in
more than thirty years that
brand-new prefixes have
been added to the
International ~ System  of
Units (SI), the accepted
global standard for the

o

metric system.Joining the
ranks of  well-known
prefixes like kilo and milli
are ronna and quetta for the
largest numbers - and ronto
and quecto  for the

smallest.The change was
voted on by scientists and
government representatives
from across the world
attending the 27th General
Conference on Weights and
Measures, which governs
the S1 and meets roughly
every four years at Versailles
Palace, west of Paris.

The newly adopted metric
prefixes are expected to
have an immediate and
substantial impact on the
scientific community. The
new prefixes will allow for a
more accurate measurement
of the Earth's mass, (which
is currently approximately 6
ronnograms). In addition to
providing more accurate
measurements of large and
small quantities, the new
metric prefixes will also
make it  easier  to
communicate complex
scientific data.
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India’s first and cheapest anti
cervi-cancer vaccine launched

Sayantika Dutta

The month of January holds
significant value to the field
of medical science as it
serves as the Cervical
Cancer  Awareness
Month. Although it is
the second most
prevalent cancer
among women in
India, the mass
concern  regarding
Cervical cancer is
almost non-existent.
One of the recent
developments =
regarding this matter
is ‘Cervavac’, India’s
first indigenously
developed HPV
(Human Papilloma

A\

The importance of this
particular vaccine lies in the
fact that this is indigenously

developed and
manufactured, hence the
vaccines will much

be

S

‘Cervavac’, India’s first

indigenously developed
HPV (Human Papilloma
Virus) vaccine.

6000 per dose. On the other
hand, Cervavac will be
manufactured by Serum
Institute of India (SIL),
which is going to cost
around Rs 400 per dose.
Although the vaccine
will be available to the
general public from
April 2023,  the
question that still needs
to be addressed is how
willing the people
would be to take the
jab. It is not an
unknown fact that
HPV is a sexually
transmitted virus and
how sex education as
well as health
education is still an
illusion or a taboo in

Virus) vaccine. This
denotes as a critical step
forward, especially in India,
as HPV vaccines are nearly
100% effective against four
different strains — 6,11,16
and 18.

cheaper and accessible to the
people. Before this only two
other international vaccines
were available — Gardasil
vaccine and Cervarix. Both
costing between Rs 4000- Rs

India. More so, when
in the recent past India has
witnessed a huge reluctancy
regarding Covid-19
vaccination, which not to
mention was provided to the
public free of cost.

Posthumous Padma Award For

ORS Pione

Samrat Chakraborty

It’s 1971, East Pakistan is
fighting West Pakistan along
with the help of India for

their liberation. Tens of
millions of people are
crossing the Bengal

borderline in search for a
safe heaven. Shelters and
Medical Camps have been
built to treat the Refugees.
The refugee camps are
flooding with Cholera and
Diarrhoea patients. Doctors
and nurses are putting their
100% out to save the people
but many lacks the necessary
skills ~ for  Intravenous
Therapy, the only treatment
to cure Cholera and
Diarrhoea at that time.

In one such camp near
Bongaon, West Bengal, A
Doctor came up with an idea
to infuse Salt, Sugar along
with Water and store them in
large containers and give the
to the patients. Maintaining
this process the fatality rate

.

i

quickly decreased to 2%
from 15%-20% of the other
camps.

Fast-forward to today, Oral
Rehydration Solution (ORS)
is a everyday household
medication. And behind this
time changing medication
lies a Bengali name which

everyone may not be
acquainted of. Dr. Dilip
Mahalanbis, a renound

doctor from West Bengal
who passed away on 16th
December 2022. On 26th
January 2023, he has been
awarded with the
prestigious PadmaVibhushan
posthumously, the country’s
secound heighest civilian
award.

He was awarded the Pollin

er of B

engal

Prize by Columbia
University (equivalent to
Nobel Prize in Paediatrics)
for his work in developing
Oral Rehydration Therapy
(ORT).

Dr.  Mahalanbis  was
appointed by WHO and in
between 1975-1979
deployed in Afghanistan,
Egypt and Yemen for
Cholera control. During
1980s he worked as a
consultant for WHO on
research on management of
bacterial diseases.

While initially, the medical
fraternity was septical, the
WHO eventually adopted
ORS as the standard method
for treating cholera and other
diarrhoeal diseases. Today,
the WHO recommends a
combination of sodium
chloride, anhydrous glucose,
potassium  chloride and
Trisodium citrate dihydrate
as the ORS formula. In
India, July 29 is observed as
ORS Day.

Bengal withesses severe coastal corrosion

Nourin Sultana

West Bengal experienced
the most significant coastal
erosion between 1990 and
2016, followed by
Puducherry, Kerala, and
Tamil Nadu, according to a
national survey of India's
coastline. Reputed journal
on environment ‘Down to
Earth’ reported this.

The National Centre for
Coastal Research (NCCR),
a part of the Ministry of
Earth Sciences between
1990 and 2016, recently

claimed that 33% of India's
coastline experienced
erosion, while 29% grew.
The coastline of India
has changed significantly
over the past 26 years,
according to the report,

which was written to
evaluate long-term
shoreline changes. The
survey which was
conducted across nine
coastal states and two
union territories and
excluded the coastline
observations were made

for the years 1990, 2000,

2006, 2008, 2012, 2013,
2014, 2015, and 2016.

While 2,533 km, or 38% of had

the country's shoreline,
remained stable, 2,156 km
eroded, and the

remaining 1,941 km had
grown over 26 years,
according to the survey.

An analysis of each
state's coastline reveals that
West Bengal had the
highest percentage of
eroded coastline, with up to
63% of the coastline's 534
km being lost to erosion.
Tamil Nadu (41%), Kerala
(45%), and Puducherry
(57%) are the next states
after West Bengal.

The coastlines are
dynamic and change over
time gradually. The survey

also  briefly describes
anthropogenic causes like
construction, mining, and
dredging of coastal areas.
Natural causes like tides,
storms, wind, and sea
levels all have an impact.

While Odisha's coastline
has grown by about 282 m,
or 51% of its total length,
Andhra Pradesh's coastline
has grown by about 434 km
or 42% of its total length.
At rates greater than 5%
annually, the coast is
accreting on about 8% of
its surface.
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UGC revised new regulations for Ph.D.

Shirsa Das

The UGC regulations which
set the minimum standards
and procedure for the award
of Ph.D. have been revised
according to the
recommendations of

National Education Policy
2020 and the UGC has
already notified the new
UGC regulations for the
award of Ph.D. 2022 in the
official Gazette on 7th
November, 2022. UGC has
also shared this new

regulations to every higher
educational institution
along with University of

Calcutta. UGC has also
requested to initiate
necessary steps to
implement the new
regulations.
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Newspaper Management:
New Ways 1in Changing Times |

Dr. Soumya Dutta

When we talk about newspaper
management we tend to consider the role of
newspapers in society. While management
principles applicable to other organizations
are relevant for newspapers as well, the
watchdog role of media makes newspapers
a special category. Maximizing profit for
newspapers as business organizations by
applying all means possible has been
criticized by many. It has been argued that
newspapers cannot deny their social
obligations as the ‘fourth estate’. Worldwide

managers. In the present times globally
newspapers have experienced a steady
decline in readership and advertising
revenue. Though India witnessed growth in
readership and advertising revenue contrary
to the global trend thanks to a buoyant
vernacular market, the COVID-19 pandemic
has forced a thorough rethinking of
newspaper business and management.
Advertisement revenue dried out during the
lockdown putting newspapers in a difficult
position. Newspaper management is now
focusing more on ways to be digitally viable

there have been concerns
regarding the
concentration of
ownership. In India the
First and the Second Press
Commissions raised
alarms about monopolistic
trends in newspapers and

and searching for alternative revenue
models to lessen the
dependency on

advertisements. Managers
are closely tracking the
changes in consumption
habits and preferences to
come up with new value-
creating opportunities. The

advocated  for  more
authority for the editor. However,
monopolistic trends are rampant and
presently few families are controlling the
newspaper  business  through  large
conglomerates. At the operational level
media management is becoming heavily
corporatized guided by the business interests
of a few individuals. The illustrious role of
the editor has taken a backseat and the
media managers are ruling the roost.

Samir Jain of Bennett, Coleman and Co.
Ltd (The Times of India Group) ushered in
a change in the business of publishing which
would define the benchmark for other
newspaper organizations for years to come.
Return on investment, pricing and
promotion became the buzzwords for media

sustainable model for the
newspaper industry is the subscription.

In the rapidly changing scenario, top-level
news executives are becoming more
integrated into the management of
newspaper organizations making them key
managers throughout the organization not
only in the newsroom. The real challenge
now is to devise ways to deliver information
across multiple platforms. We are
witnessing more and more decentralized
controls in newspapers and flattened
hierarchies. There are efforts to assimilate
the non-news department’s interests and
expertise into the newsroom. Digitalization
is leading to new uncertainties which can be
best addressed through  knowledge
management in a changed scenario.
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et in the 1930s, Qala
Srevolved around the

journey of an aspiring
singer.

Writer-director  Anvitaa
Dutt beautifully weaved the
heart-wrenching tale of

a singer’s plight into the
world of music. With the

Film: Qala

Director: Anvitaa Dutt
Cast: Tripti Dimri, Swastika
Mukherjee, Babil Khan
Distributed by: Netflix

horrid past and present, the

film delved into the human
psyche to portray Qala’s
fight to achieve her zeal.
Her struggle with her
demons and her quest for
validation is where the
audience can empathize

Anushka Sharma’s cameo in a
greyscale montage of the track
Ghodey Pe Sawaar surprised the
audience. Amit Trivedi’s soulful
| music and symbolical

with her. The film / — picturization brought out the
showcased the ( character’s inner turmoil and
poignant mother- i transgressions. The vivid use of
daughter  relationship “« light and shadows in Qala

suffering in the age-old
traditions.

brought out the underlying social
stigma of society.

Tripti Dimri as Qala has The film s
breathed life into her @ definitely worth
character while the film : a watch.
marked a debut for \

Babil Khan (son of \ -
—_— 1

renowned actor Irrfan
Khan) as Jagan,
Swastika Mukherjee
as Urmila
Manjushree also
added shades to it.
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Kolkata International Film Festival
(Accredited by FIAPF)
15 - 22 December, 2022
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Sports Journalism has
changed in the digital era

Pratik Ghosh I

e
/

Renowned  Sports  Journalist  and
Commentator Zafar Ali Khan addressed the
students of the Dept. of Journalism and
Mass Communication, University of
Calcutta on 16th January 2023. Topic
was ‘Sports Journalism in the Digital
Era’ which was most relevant in this /
century. He enlightened budding
media professionals on different
topics centered around Sports

- 3 | N

ul Isl“am Sohail, Prof. Dr. SN

.
Nazr

Journghsm. H-e shared his Bera and speaker Zafar Ali Khan.
experience spanning over 40 years of (From Left)
covering  various  national  and

international sports. Mr. Khan was a Sports and language are some of them. He also
Journalist and Commentator at showed an interview he took with an air

Doordarshan. He has covered prominent
sports events including the world cups and
Olympics. Students of 3rd and 1st
Semester of the department of Journalism
and Mass Communications at College
Street campus along with senior most
professor Dr. Soumendranath Bera and
Guest lecturer Nazrul Ishlam Sohail were
also present on that day.

Mr. Khan said that he is greatly inspired
by the ideals of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa
and Swami Vivekananda. While motivating
the students who are going to step into the
industry in a few months to come, he
quotes the famous slogan of Swami Ji,
“Arise awake and stop not until the goal is
reached.”

While sharing his experience of covering
the recently held FIFA world cup in Qatar,
he discussed what are the challenges that a
sports journalist has to face while covering
international sports. The time difference

hostess 35,000 feet above in the sky to
know her views on the ongoing sport.

He gave the instance of the former
captain of the India women's national
cricket team, Mithali Raj by elaborating on
an incident when a journalist asked her
who is her favourite Male cricketer to
which she got angry. Whereas, Mr. Khan in
an audio clip he played, where he can be
heard asking her the question in such a way
that he gets the answer indirectly.

Mr. Zafar Ali Khan also emphasized the
difference between print and digital media
in covering sports news and events. He also
highlighted how to write for radio, how to
emphasize the spacing between words, and
how to pronounce the words correctly,
especially the names. He also showed some
portions of his radio programs and
explained how he edited them with
appropriate special effects and
commentaries.
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Neeraj Chopra- Silver Medal
022 World Athletics :

Winner in
Championships.
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History been created
by queens in Qatar

Jui Mitra

History has been created in Qatar,
for the first time in the 92-year of
the history Women referees
officiated at the men's football
World Cup, along with three
female assistant referees.

Stephanie Frappart, Yamashita
Yoshimi and Salima Mukansanga
are among the 36 referees selected
for the tournament. They had
been joined by Neuza Back of
Brazil, Mexico’s Karen Diaz
Medina and American Kathryn
Nesbitt who headed to the World
Cup as three of 69 assistant
referees.

PV Sindhu- the only Indian
in 2022 among World s highest
paid female athletes.

Shefali Verma, Hrishita Basu and, Titas Sadhu-
Daughters from Bengal in India’s U-19 T20

World Cup 2023 winning squad.

Stephanie Frappart became the
first woman in history to officiate
a men’s World Cup match on Ist
December 2022 in the Germany
vs Costa Rica match. Brazil’s
Neuza Back and Mexican Karen
Diaz Medina were the other
women officials as assistant
referees who had been designated
for the same fixture. Stephanie
Frappart has been on the FIFA
International Referees List since
2009. She was the first woman to
officiate a UEFA Champions
League match in 2020. Japanese
referee Yamashita Yomishi had
appeared at a second consecutive
World Cup after officiating the

2019 Women’s World Cup in
France. She also refereed at the
2020 Summer Olympics. She
made her FIFA World Cup debut
as Fourth Official in the Group F
match against Belgium against
Canada.In 2022, Yamashita
became the first female referee to
officiate a game in both the men's
AFC Champions League and the
J1 League. Rwandan referee
Salima Mukansanga has been
officiating for FIFA since 2012.
She was an official at the 2019
FIFA Women’s World Cup in
France.
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Certificate of Achievement

%

S

This certificate is awarded to

7

University of Calcutta

As Champion of the Team Category in the
14" Rakan Muda
GACC International Inter-Varsity
Cheéss Championship.
 heldat

ity of Malaya,
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia_
from 28" of November to 5" of December 2009.
| |

.

v
Ibrahim Abu Bakar

Vice President
Malaysian Chess Federation
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