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position. These in tum retorted by demanding the others' expul
sion from the Party and Hitler's repudiation of them. But Hitler 
declined to take sides: if pushed to decide, he preferred Streicher, 
Esser, and Amann, however disreputable, because they were 
loyal to him and dependent on him. Men like Strasser, with ten 
times the others' abilities, were for that very reason more inclined 
to follow an independent line. 

Political issues of importance were involved in these personal 
quarrels. What was to be done now that the Party had been 
dissolved and Hitler was in prison? Hitler's answer, however 
camouflaged, was simple: Nothing. He had no wish to see the 
Party revive its fortunes without him. But Gregor Strasser, 
Rohm, and Rosenberg, supported by Ludendorff, were anxious 
to take part in the national and State elections of the spring of 
1924. Hitler, who was not a German citizen, was automatically 
excluded, and had from the beginning attacked all parliamentary 
activity as worthless and dangerous to the independence of the 
movement. It was true that such tactics were now essential if the 
Party was to follow the path oflegality, but Hitler was concerned 
with the threat to his personal position as leader of the Party if 
others were elected to the Reichstag while he remained outside. 

Despite Hitler's opposition, loudly echoed by Streicher and 
Esser, Rosenberg, Strasser, and Ludendorff agreed to cooperate 
with the other V6lkisch1 groups and won a minor triumph at the 
April and May elections. The Volkisch bloc became the second 
largest party in the Bavarian Parliament, while in the Reichstag 
elections the combined list of the National Socialist German 
Freedom Movement (N .S. Deutsche Freiheitsbewegung) polled 
nearly two million votes and captured thirty-two seats. Among 
those elected were Strasser, Rohm, Ludendorff, Feder, and 
Frick. Ironically, they owerl much of their success to the im
pression made by Hitler's attitude at the Munich trial, but it was 
only with great difficulty that Hitler had been persuaded to agree 
to the election campaign at all. 

The combination, under cover of which the proscribed Nazi 
Party had entered the election campaign, raised another impor
tant issue. Ludendorff and Strasser were anxious to consolidate 

1. A difficult word to translate: it combines the idea of nationalism with 
those of race (the Volk) and anti-Semitism. The VO!kisch groups constituted 
an extremist wing of the German Nationalists of whose middle-class 
'moderation' they were often critical. 
































































































































































































































































